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Immunisation for All?

A critical look at the first GAVI partners meeting 

by Anita Hardon

Concerns about rational drug use, accountability and sustainability have led HAI Europe members to scrutinise the growing number of public/private interactions involving pharmaceuticals and health care services. One of the largest and most publicised of these is the Global Alliance for Vaccines and Immunization, better known as GAVI. This new alliance was launched in early 2000. backed by a US$750 million donation from computer magnate, Bill Gates. Since then, it has received significantly smaller grants from a number of governments. In its short history, the Alliance’s structure and funding base have already altered the way in which vaccination policy is developed and implemented. The financial resources at its disposal have made it perhaps the most important actor in the vaccination field today. Below, HAI member, Anita Hardon, analyses the impact that GAVI has already had on vaccine policy and reports on the first GAVI partners meeting held in The Netherlands late last year.
The full story begins on page 2 …
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