For more information about the conference, visit its website: http://www.kilen.org or e-mail: kilen@kilen-institutet.se or fax: (+46-8) 696 0110.





BNF now available on line


Long-standing fans of the British National Formulary will be pleased to know that this comprehensive formulary is now available in full text on the Internet. Visit its new site at:


http://www.bnf.org.





Pharmaceuticals and trade





Focusing on access at the EU


Highlighting how the World Trade Organization (WTO) affects public health policies and how the European Union’s current trade negotiations and policies can endanger health objectives is the focus of HAI Europe’s recent work on improving access to essential drugs. As part of this campaign, a coalition of Europe-based NGOs including HAI, the European Public Health Alliance (EPHA), the coalition Health Counts (comprised of Wemos, MEDACT and Physicians for Social Responsibility) and Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF), brought together Europe-based health NGOs on 18 April for a meeting entitled “Advocating Healthier Trade--The World Trade Organisation (WTO): Implications of EU Global Trade Policy on health.” The day’s event included discussions on how trade can affect health, an examination of the General Agreement on Trade in Service (GATS); trade-related aspects of intellectual property (TRIPs): Patents, pills and European policy; health and the precautionary principle and ways to bring health considerations to the forefront of European trade policy. Copies of many of the meeting’s presentations can be accessed from the EPHA website at: http://www.epha.org/public/campaigns/healthier_trade/healthier_trade.htm





During the course of the summer, the EU Commission on Trade (DG-3) held two consultations with civil society groups to discuss health and trade issues. HAI and a number of its European contacts participated in both of these sessions to raise NGOs concerns about EU trade policy and its implications for access and other aspects of public health. 





On 26 June, the EU’s issue group on trade and health organised a “stakeholders’ dialogue” to set out key issues for consideration. There was general agreement that some neglected diseases of great importance to developing countries need to receive more research and development input immediately if progress is to be made in developing appropriate medicines to treat them. There was a great deal of discussion on how best R&D could be stimulated to address priority public health needs. 





The participants also agreed that even when medicines are available and there is an adequate infrastructure to support their use, often the poor cannot afford to pay for them. The group outlined a number of options to increase the availability of needed drugs including import duties, voluntary licensing and pricing. Selected presentations from the meeting, including the one made by HAI Europe, can be found on HAI’s website: http://www.haiweb.org/news/news.html.





At the meeting it was decided to set aside a full day in July to debate issues related to access to medicines. The event on 11 July involved about 50 people including NGOs, EU Commission representatives and participants from the pharmaceutical industry. There the Commission outlined its plan to address issues related to access. The document stressed the need to maximise access to existing services by strengthening health services and scaling up delivery, it also hoped to improve access to key pharmaceuticals by investing in R&D and addressing the need to shift the focus of R&D to diseases affecting the poor. A Commission document prepared for this should be made available for consultation with stakeholders. 





The issue group on health will continue discussing access issues in the future. On 28 September, the EU will join with WHO and UNAIDS in organising an international Roundtable on Access to Medicines. For more information about access work at the EU, contact the HAI Europe office. Documents from the issue group on health will be posted on the DG Trade website: http://www.europa.eu.int/comm/trade/2000_round/anno.htm.





Durban focuses on access 


The 13th International AIDS Conference held in Durban, South Africa this July riveted the world’s eyes on the health catastrophe taking place in Africa. The need to improve access to essential medicines was the meeting’s overriding theme. During the week, NGO groups including the Treatment Action Campaign and others staged rallies and protests to draw attention to the consequences that current trade policies have on people living with HIV/AIDS and other illnesses. For the first time, this AIDS conference seriously addressed treatments and barriers to treatment, particularly those facing people living in the developing world. At the meeting, Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) released a paper “Setting objectives: Is there a political will?” which examined current pricing policies for HIV/AIDS medicines. It reported on many factors that influence price including generic production and patents and then recommended mechanisms that would lower the costs of treatment





HAI Europe coordinator, Bas van der Heide, spoke on consumer concerns on access during a media event organised by the Panos Institute in London directly before the Durban conference. At the press briefing, Panos launched its new report on many aspects of treatment for HIV/AIDS called Beyond Our Means? The cost of treating HIV/AIDS in the developing world.  The 40-page report explores why needed treatments remain out of reach for the world’s poor and suggests ways to bring them down to an affordable level. 





The full text is available on-line at: http://www.panos.org.uk/aids/access_homepage.htm


Printed copies are available for free to those in developing countries. Others can order single copies for UK£5 (approximately US$7.50) by contacting: The AIDS Programme, Panos Institute, 9 White Lion Street, London N1 9PD, United Kingdom, tel: 44-207-239 7616 or fax: 44-020-7278-0345 or e-mail: aids@panoslondon.uk








Patents’ rights or patients rights


Directly after the World Health Assembly in May, a group of researchers and NGOs working on trade and access issues met in Oslo, Norway to discuss access to essential drugs, including treatment for HIV/AIDS. The participants’ conclusions have been summarised in a document called the Oslo Statement that emphasises consumers’ right to access to treatment and the problems that stand in the way. In it, they call on European governments to support developing countries’ in ensuring access to basic medical technologies and essential drugs while safeguarding the provisions found in international trade agreements such as TRIPs. The group also called on the WHO to fulfill its role in monitoring and circulating information about drug pricing and patent expiry dates and to encourage generics, bulk ordering and other methods in order to assist poor countries in procuring affordable drugs. The Oslo Statement can be found on HAI’s website at http://www.haiweb.org/news/news.html. A report about the meeting should be ready shortly and will be posted on the organisers’ website: http://www.dis.no.





Members’ corner





Patti Rundall honoured by British Government


Patti Rundall, Policy Director for Baby Milk Action, has received the Order of the British Empire (OBE) award for her “services to infant nutrition”. Rundall and Baby Milk Action have worked closely with HAI on development issues and promotion campaigns for many years.  





The OBE is awarded in recognition of outstanding services to the community. Rundall who started at the organisation in 1980 as a volunteer, now directs its policy. She has campaigned on legislation in the UK and Europe and on actions such as the Nestlé boycott. 





Tragedy in Norway


HAI Europe members will be deeply saddened by the news that Norwegian contact, Guttorm Folkedal died in a traffic accident this June. His good friend, Kirsten Myhr, also a Norwegian HAI member, provided HAI-Lights with a glimpse of a dedicated member who will be greatly missed.   





“Guttorm became a true internationalist when working in Mozambique some years ago. He returned several times as part of international missions and with his knowledge of Portuguese he was of particular value to former Portuguese colonies. 





He has been a keen advocate in trying to persuade Norwegian colleagues to show international solidarity and not be afraid of international challenges. Last year he facilitated the cooperation between the University of Tromso Pharmacy School and the University of Medunsa in South Africa.  The result was that two Norwegian pharmacy students did their MSc study in a hospital in South Africa this year. Guttorm was to examine the students when they sat for exams in June.





At home he was a dedicated hospital pharmacist with a mission to bring clinical pharmacy in Norway a step forward. At the time of his death, he had just received acceptance for, and started to operate satellite pharmacy stations on the main wards—we had even planned that I should go there and assist him this summer.





Besides his work as a hospital pharmacy director, he was instrumental in the establishment and running of LIS, a pool procurement service for a majority of Norwegian hospitals.


HAI-Lights, Vol. 5, No. 1-2, August 2000


�





� PAGE �25�











