


Drug Information





French-language version of Problem Drugs available


HAI Africa and Le Réseau Médicaments et Développement (ReMeD) are pleased to announce the publication of the French-language version of the widely acclaimed book, Problem Drugs, by Andrew Chetley (Amsterdam: Zed Books/HAI, 1995).





In 1997, HAI and ReMeD agreed that a French version of the book, updated with information from and about medicines use in Francophone Africa, would be a valuable education and advocacy tool


for partners and contacts in that region.  ReMeD commissioned the addition of "Francophone Contexts" for the majority of the original chapters.  These chapter annexes provide new information and Francophone perspectives to the challenges of problem drugs. English-language brand names of drugs were adapted, as appropriate, to the names commonly used in France and Francophone Africa.  





- The book contains special sections that focus on children, women and the elderly.


- It highlights examples of the pharmaceutical industry's unethical marketing, double standards and failure to meet real medical needs.


- It outlines how problems with medicines often begin with the prescriber, who prescribes more drugs than are needed or prescribes drugs in dangerous combinations, and with consumers, who mistakenly insist on certain drugs or drug combinations in order to feel as though they have been treated.


- Each chapter includes a section of positive steps that will reduce the misuse and overuse of drugs and clear recommendations for action.





This unique and important book will help transform the thinking and practices of health workers, pharmacists, health policy makers, medical students, consumers and media in Francophone Africa. 





Individual requests (one copy per person) cost US$20 or Euro 20 (excluding postage). Please contact HAI Europe (e-mail: hai@hai.antenna.nl) or ReMeD (e-mail: ReMeD75013@aol.com) for additional ordering information and details on free copies for those working in developing countries.  





INRUD now available on the web


The International Network for Rational Use of Drugs (INRUD)’s biannual newsletter, INRUD News, can now be found on-line. To read the latest issue or search past copies, visit http://wwwmsh.org/inrud. Each issue contains news on the global network’s activities, country and support group reports, updates on INRUD projects, workshops and meetings.





Bringing research to NGOs


ID 21: the Development Research Reporting Service


In order to bridge the knowledge gap in development research between researchers and NGOs, the UK Department for International Development (DFID) has backed an Internet-based system which links development research directly to policy makers around the globe. Known as ID21 or Information for Development in the 21st Century, the website contains summaries of the latest social and economic research studies in a searchable database. Interested readers can also subscribe to ID21NEWS, which provides updates of the latest research.


Both of these free services can be found at http://www.id21.org





Med-Sense published in Albanian


Thanks to the initiative of HAI Europe member, Staffan Svensson, HAI’s pack of leaflets containing drug information on key topics is now available in Albanian. The aim of this translation was to disseminate it to health care staff and members of the public in the ex-Yugoslavian province of Kosovo because of widespread irrational use of drugs in the region. The leaflets were adapted for the local population by adding local brand names of the drugs mentioned in the text.





This Med-Sense pack translation was carried out by Médecins du Monde (MdM) Sweden and funded by the WHO, which also contributed technical support. The 30,000 packs produced will be distributed by MdM in cooperation with the WHO, ECHO and Pharmaciens sans Frontières (PSF). A pilot project on rational drug use has been run in a town in Western Kosovo. Plans are now underway to conduct a public awareness campaign throughout Western Kosovo in September in cooperation with local media and citizens’ groups. Med-Sense will also be distributed to all official pharmacies in the region with a giant-size poster highlighting some of the key messages.


(Correspondence with Staffan Svensson)





Reproductive Health Gateway 


The USAID Population and Health Materials Working Group has recently launched a new powerful search engine for those working on reproductive health issues. The search function goes through more than 20,000 pages on 24 websites selected for information on reproductive health.  Search results are hot-linked to the specific pages containing the search terms. To use this new function, visit: http://www.rhgateway.org





EDM updates website


The WHO’s Essential Drugs and Medicines Policy (EDM) department has changed its website to reflect the department’s recent restructuring. The new address is: http://www.who.int/medicines/





The website offers introductory information on EDM’s main fields of work: quality, access, policy and rational use. Many publications produced by the department are available on the site, including the latest model list of essential drugs (http://www.who.int/medicines/edl.html).





Meeting to examine consumers’ views on medicines


KILEN, the Consumer Institute for Medicines and Health, will organise an international conference on Consumer Reports on Medicines from 29 September-1 October 2000 in Sigtuna, Sweden. Stemming from its experience in tracking adverse drug reactions, KILEN wants to promote greater consumer involvement in reporting drug side effects. At the conference, it hopes to organise an international consumer pharmacovigilance system and increase cooperation between national groups working on this issue.





For more information about the conference, visit its website: http://www.kilen.org or e-mail: kilen@kilen-institutet.se or fax: (+46-8) 696 0110.





BNF now available on line


Long-standing fans of the British National Formulary will be pleased to know that this comprehensive formulary is now available in full text on the Internet. Visit its new site at:


http://www.bnf.org.





Pharmaceuticals and trade





Focusing on access at the EU


Highlighting how the World Trade Organization (WTO) affects public health policies and how the European Union’s current trade negotiations and policies can endanger health objectives is the focus of HAI Europe’s recent work on improving access to essential drugs. As part of this campaign, a coalition of Europe-based NGOs including HAI, the European Public Health Alliance (EPHA), the coalition Health Counts (comprised of Wemos, MEDACT and Physicians for Social Responsibility) and Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF), brought together Europe-based health NGOs on 18 April for a meeting entitled “Advocating Healthier Trade--The World Trade Organisation (WTO): Implications of EU Global Trade Policy on health.” The day’s event included discussions on how trade can affect health, an examination of the General Agreement on Trade in Service (GATS); trade-related aspects of intellectual property (TRIPs): Patents, pills and European policy; health and the precautionary principle and ways to bring health considerations to the forefront of European trade policy. Copies of many of the meeting’s presentations can be accessed from the EPHA website at: http://www.epha.org/public/campaigns/healthier_trade/healthier_trade.htm





During the course of the summer, the EU Commission on Trade (DG-3) held two consultations with civil society groups to discuss health and trade issues. HAI and a number of its European contacts participated in both of these sessions to raise NGOs concerns about EU trade policy and its implications for access and other aspects of public health. 





On 26 June, the EU’s issue group on trade and health organised a “stakeholders’ dialogue” to set out key issues for consideration. There was general agreement that some neglected diseases of great importance to developing countries need to receive more research and development input immediately if progress is to be made in developing appropriate medicines to treat them. There was a great deal of discussion on how best R&D could be stimulated to address priority public health needs. 





The participants also agreed that even when medicines are available and there is an adequate infrastructure to support their use, often the poor cannot afford to pay for them. The group outlined a number of options to increase the availability of needed drugs including import duties, voluntary licensing and pricing. Selected presentations from the meeting, including the one made by HAI Europe, can be found on HAI’s website: http://www.haiweb.org/news/news.html.
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