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Press release, 14 July

The European Patients’ Forum: a model of secrecy and conflict of interest
In a new report published today, Health Action International (HAI) Europe reveals how privileged access to European Union (EU) fora has been accorded to the European Patients’ Forum despite its links to the pharmaceutical industry being couched in secrecy.
“European patients are ill-served by a group whose close links to the pharmaceutical industry amount to an enormous risk of conflict of interest. That many of these links are only discovered after intensive research shows that policy-makers cannot rely on voluntary codes or criteria for transparency in forming opinions about who to consult with and about who is behind the activities of particular groups”, according to Jeremy Smith, Campaigns Coordinator at HAI Europe, and main author of the report Does the European Patients’ Forum represent patient or industry interests? A case study in the need for mandatory financial disclosure.

HAI Europe’s report comes at a time of considerable debate about the European Transparency Initiative (ETI) launched by Commissioner Siim Kallas. HAI Europe warmly welcomes the ETI, but stresses that mandatory disclosure is the only way to effectively deal with secrecy and manipulation in lobbying.
As well as calling on Commissioner Kallas to found the ETI on clear and enforceable rules about disclosure of who is funding non-governmental organisations and lobbyists, HAI Europe urges the European Medicines Agency (EMEA), the Directorate General for Health and Consumer Protection and other European institutions to reconsider their relationship with the EPF.
“The legitimacy of the EPF has for too long been taken for granted. To continue to automatically offer a place to the EPF at consultative fora sends out a message that there is no problem with secrecy and conflict of interest. Far better would be to consult with patients’ groups which are transparent and accountable to those that they represent and which are free of industry funding”, Jeremy Smith urged.
Contact: Jeremy Smith +31 (0)20 618 4063; mobile: +31 (0)641 228 741 
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Note 

Health Action International Europe campaigns for access to, and rational use of, essential medicines. It is one of four regional offices which together coordinate a network of over 150 consumer, health, development and other public interest groups involved in health and pharmaceutical issues.
Health Action International Europe is a member of the newly-formed Alliance for Lobbying Transparency and Ethics Regulation (ALTER-EU) which is concerned about the extent of corporate influence on EU decision-making and calls for mandatory disclosure of lobbying activities. 

ALTER-EU will be officially launched of 10.30am on Tuesday July 19th at Scotland House, Rond Point Schuman 6, Brussels. For more details about the launch, contact Olivier Hoedeman at Corporate Europe Observatory, tel/fax: +31-20-612-7023
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